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8. Glossary

The following glossary defines terminology for the purpose of this ECTS Users’ guide.

Accumulation

The process of collecting credits awarded for achieving the learning outcomes of
educational components or other learning activities.

. Allocation of Credit

The process of assigning a number of credits to qualifications/ programmes or to
other educational components.

o —-

Assessment

The total range of methods (written, oral and practical tests/examinations, projects
and portfolios) used to evaluate learners’ achievement of expected learning out-
comes.

Assessment criteria

Descriptions of what the learner is expected to do, in order to demonstrate that a
learning outcome has been achieved.

Award of Credit

The act of delivering learners the number of credits that are assigned to the compo-
nent or a qualification. The award of credit recognises that learners’ learning out-
comes have been assessed and that the learner satisfies the requirements for the
educational component or the qualification.

Competences

A dynamic combination of cognitive and metacognitive skills, knowledge and un-
derstanding, interpersonal, intellectual and practical skills, ethical values and at-
titudes. Fostering competences is the object of all educational programmes. Com-

petences are developed in all course units and assessed at different stages of a

programme. Some competences are subject-area related (specific to a field of study),
others are generic (common to any degree course). It is normally the case that com-
petence development proceeds in an integrated and cyclical manner throughout a
programme.

Condoning

Condoning is the term used in some national contexts when an examination board
exempts a student from reassessment in a failed (or marginally failed) component if
other related components are passed with sufficiently high grades.

Contact Hour

Hours (typically a period of 45-60 minutes) spent by students on activities guided by
teaching staff.

Credit (ECTS)

Quantified means of expressing the volume of learning based on the workload stu-
dents need in order to achieve the expected outcomes of a learning process at a
specified level.

~ Cycle

i

All qualifications in the European Higher Education Area are located within three
cycles. One of the objectives indicated in the Bologna Declaration in 1999 was the
“adoption of a system based on two main cycles, undergraduate and graduate.” In
2003 doctoral studies were also included in the Bologna structure and referred to as
the third cycle.

j Cycle (Level) Descriptors

Generic statements of the broad expected outcomes of each of the three cycles. A
good example of general cycle (level) descriptors are the so-called Dublin Descrip-
tors, which have served as one of the foundations (along with ECTS) for the Frame-
work for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area.

A self-contained and formally structured learning experience (such as: course unit,

|
L Educationat Compencnt module, seminar, work placement).
Learning typically provided by an education or training institution, structured (in
Formal learning terms of learning objectives, learning time or learning support) and leading to certi-

fication. Formal learning is intentional from the learner’s perspective.
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